DEREK DICKOW

NETWORKING: A SIMPLE GUIDE

Networking is about identifying people who can help you achieve your goals and aligning yourself in
such a way that you make yourself an asset to them.

Before you even begin to network, think about:
* who can help you achieve your goals
* how your strengths and connections can help others achieve their goals

Doing the work beforehand will not only take pressure off the networking event or opportunity itself,
but it'll result in a more fruitful connection.
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FIND YOUR PEOPLE

Think about what interests you and which areas
you want to invest your time in. Is it politics?
Entrepreneurship? Nonprofits? Pinpoint people
in those spaces to identify potential connections.

Some ways to start your search:

® Google your ideal dream job, then find
people who are in (or adjacent to) that
position or industry

* Spend time diving into people on
LinkedIn

¢ Set a timer and do research for
60 minutes

* Look for points of commonality, shared
interests and an opportunity to bond
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REACH OUT BEFOREHAND

Before a conference, event or networking opportunity, take time to connect in advance.
Send an email and ask to meet, then create a calendar invitation for 5-10 minutes so you're locked into

their schedule. In the description, lay out where to meet, what you look like and what you'll be wearing.
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ARRIVE PREPARED

Just like a pro athlete, put on your uniform!
Wear something professional that is appropriate
for that specific event. You never know when
you'll need to share something with a

potential connection.

Have things in your pocket or purse,
that may come in handy:

® Tissues

* Mints

* Pen/pencil

* Small notepad

* Aspirin

e Lighter/matches

Arrive early and come prepared!
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